
The 2026 Winter APRN 
Faculty & Staff Townhall 

Presented by: 

The Advanced Practice Initiatives & Certification Outreach Department
The ANCC Certification Department
The ANCC Measurement Services Department



Certification & Resources



©American Nurses Credentialing Center. All Rights Reserved. 3

Dr. Page is Here to Assist APRN Students & Faculty 

• Hosting APRN Certification Application Information Sessions
Virtual meetings are available for students upon faculty request.

• Providing Quarterly APRN Newsletters for Faculty, Staff, and Students
Designed to keep you informed and up to date on important 
announcements and resources.

• Delivering Live Presentations and Hosting Exhibits
Connect with Dr. Page at upcoming APRN-related tradeshows and events.

• Hosting APRN Faculty and Staff Townhalls
Forums to discuss key policies, updates, and shared concerns.

Tonya L. Page, DNP, APRN, ACNP-BC, LSSGB, FCCS-C
APRN Educational & Faculty Outreach Program Manager
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We have over 345,000 ANCC certified nurses. You are now part of a 
“growing international nursing community”. We are with you through 
the journey as specialty nurses, advance practice nurses and beyond

Our certification programs have been accredited by:

• Accreditation Board for Specialty Nursing Certification (ABSNC)
• National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA)

ANCC-certified nurses demonstrate the expansion of their professional 
knowledge and continued competence. We are also committed to growth 
through the Journey of Nursing, including opportunities for leadership 
certifications that align with a clinical foundation. 

4

Benefits of ANCC Certification

Collaboration

Actualization

Commitment
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Providing Guidance to APRN Students 

Advanced Practice Initiatives Website

• Use promo code APRN for $125 off your 
application fee 
(For Non-Members)

• Use promo code APRNMEM for $225 
off your application fee 
(For ANA Members)

If you are not an ANA Member and wish to 
become one, 
visit https://www.nursingworld.org/members
hip/joinANA/

https://www.nursingworld.org/membership/joinANA/
https://www.nursingworld.org/membership/joinANA/
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Helping Your Students Grow

ANCC Benefits

Choose a certification that supports 
not only where you are today, but 
where you want your career to go. 

Whether your path leads to clinical 
excellence, education, research, or 
leadership, ANCC certification 
renewal offers flexible options that 
allow you to engage in activities that 
are relevant, meaningful, and aligned 
with your evolving professional goals.
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Continuing Education Webinars

• Designed for practicing APRNs, APRN faculty 
members, and APRN students.

• Provides valuable insights and benefits for all 
participants.

• Features a diverse lineup of webinars addressing key 
issues in APRN practice.

• Offers Continuing Nursing Education (CNE) credits.

• Includes pharmacology hours for select webinars.

Learn more here:



Certification & 
Aggregate Data Reports
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Breaking Down the 2025 Aggregate Data Report

• This report includes data 
only for individuals who 
test in 2025.

• The reports are tied to 
your specific school 
code. 

• Students must choose 
the correct school name 
when applying for an 
APRN exam to ensure 
data accuracy.
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Breaking Down the 2025 Aggregate Data Report

Review the 5 columns:
• The years the students 

graduated that tested in 
2025.

• The number of test 
takers for each 
graduation year.

• The number of 1st time 
test takers for each 
graduation year.

• The pass rate of 1st time 
test takers for each 
graduation year.

• The overall pass rate for 
each graduation year.  
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Breaking Down the 2025 Aggregate Data Report

The bottom row provides 
the overall totals for the 
past 3 graduation years:

• 2023
• 2024
• 2025
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Breaking Down the 2025 Aggregate Data Report

Breaking down the 
domain levels for the 
past 3 graduation years: 
• 2023
• 2024
• 2025 
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Breaking Down the 2025 Aggregate Data Report
Pass rate for a 3 graduation years. 



Certification Resources & 
The Application Process
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Study Resources

APRN Certification
Study Resources 

Test Content Outline & Reference List Sample Test Questions

• Test Content Outline
• Test Reference List • Sample QuestionsAdult-Gerontology Acute Care Nurse Practitioner 

AGACNP-BC®

Adult-Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioner
AGPCNP-BC®

• Test Content Outline
• Test Reference List • Sample Questions

Family Nurse Practitioner
FNP-BC

• Test Content Outline
• Test Reference List • Sample Questions

Psychiatric-Mental Health Nurse Practitioner (Across the Lifespan)
PMHNP-BC

• Test Content Outline
• Test Reference List • Sample Questions

Adult-Gerontology Clinical Nurse Specialist
AGCNS-BC

• Test Content Outline
• Test Reference List • Sample Questions

Be sure to also review the 7 Tips on How to Prepare for Your Certification Exam.

Disclaimer: Use of these or any other course(s)/material(s) does not imply eligibility for certification or successful 
performance on any certification exam, nor is it a requirement to qualify for individual certification.

https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/agacnp-tco_08152025-for-webposting.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/agacnp-tco_08152025-for-webposting.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/adult-gerontology-acute-care-nurse-practitioner-ref-list-2024_09032025-for-webposting.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/adult-gerontology-acute-care-nurse-practitioner-ref-list-2024_09032025-for-webposting.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/certification/our-certifications/study-aids-ce/sample-test-questions/stq-agacutecarenp/
https://www.nursingworld.org/certification/our-certifications/study-aids-ce/sample-test-questions/stq-agacutecarenp/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/adult-gerontology-acute-care-nurse-practitioner/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/adult-gerontology-acute-care-nurse-practitioner/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/adult-gerontology-acute-care-nurse-practitioner/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/adult-gerontology-primary-care-nurse-practitioner/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/adult-gerontology-primary-care-nurse-practitioner/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/adult-gerontology-primary-care-nurse-practitioner/
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/agpcnp-test-content-outline_08292025-for-webposting.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/agpcnp-test-content-outline_08292025-for-webposting.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/adult-gerontology-primary-care-nurse-practitioner-ref-list-2025_09032025.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/adult-gerontology-primary-care-nurse-practitioner-ref-list-2025_09032025.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/certification/our-certifications/study-aids-ce/sample-test-questions/stq-pmhnp/
https://www.nursingworld.org/certification/our-certifications/study-aids-ce/sample-test-questions/stq-pmhnp/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/family-nurse-practitioner/
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/fnp-tco_09042025.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/fnp-tco_09042025.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/fnp-reference-list_09042025-for-webposting.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/fnp-reference-list_09042025-for-webposting.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/certification/our-certifications/study-aids-ce/sample-test-questions/stq-fnp/
https://www.nursingworld.org/certification/our-certifications/study-aids-ce/sample-test-questions/stq-fnp/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/psychiatric-mental-health-nurse-practitioner/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/psychiatric-mental-health-nurse-practitioner/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/psychiatric-mental-health-nurse-practitioner/
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/pmhnp-tco_09092025-for-webposting.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/pmhnp-tco_09092025-for-webposting.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/psychiatric-mental-health-nurse-practitioner-ref-list-2025_09032025.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/psychiatric-mental-health-nurse-practitioner-ref-list-2025_09032025.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/certification/our-certifications/study-aids-ce/sample-test-questions/stq-pmhnp/
https://www.nursingworld.org/certification/our-certifications/study-aids-ce/sample-test-questions/stq-pmhnp/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/adult-gerontology-clinical-nurse-specialist/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/adult-gerontology-clinical-nurse-specialist/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/adult-gerontology-clinical-nurse-specialist/
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/agcns-tco_08292025-for-webposting.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/agcns-tco_08292025-for-webposting.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/adult-gerontology-clinical-nurse-specialist-ref-list-2025.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/adult-gerontology-clinical-nurse-specialist-ref-list-2025.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/certification/our-certifications/study-aids-ce/sample-test-questions/stq-agcns/
https://www.nursingworld.org/certification/our-certifications/study-aids-ce/sample-test-questions/stq-agcns/
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/certification/ancc-1788_certification-seven-tips_fnl.pdf
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Policy Updates

Starting January 1, 2026, Candidates for ANCC APRN certification must pass 
their examination within five (5) years of degree conferral from their applicable 
APRN degree or post-graduate certification program. 

Starting January 1, 2026, for post-graduate certificate (PGC) applicants, only PGC 
APRN program accreditation will be accepted for eligibility for an institution's PGC 
program. Applicants must demonstrate their program held/holds an active PGC 
accreditation at the time of graduation.

For more information about these eligibility and policy updates, please visit the 
ANCC Certification FAQs

https://www.nursingworld.org/certification/faqs/
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Eligibility Criteria

Licensure
Hold a current, active RN license in a state or territory of the United States or hold the professional, legally recognized 
equivalent in another country.

Graduate Education
Hold a master's, post-graduate, or doctoral degree  from an accredited program:
o Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE)
o Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN)
o National League for Nursing (NLN) Commission for Nursing Education Accreditation (CNEA)

A minimum of 500 faculty–supervised clinical hours must be achieved. 

Graduate-Level Courses
Complete
o Advanced physiology/pathophysiology
o Advanced health assessment
o Advanced pharmacology

Content 
o Health promotion and/or maintenance
o Differential diagnosis and disease management, (including the use and prescription of pharmacologic and 

nonpharmacologic interventions)
• PMHNP ONLY: Clinical training in at least two psychotherapeutic treatment modalities
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• For students currently pursuing or starting a post-graduate program, we 
now offer a service to help educators prepare their students for certification 
success. 

• The APRN Core Course Review allows faculty members to submit Advanced 
Pharmacology, Advanced Health Assessment, and Advanced 
Pathophysiology courses for review against current ANCC certification 
eligibility criteria.

• Documents for this service can be submitted before or during a student’s 
program for review by our team. Please follow the steps below to request 
review:

Note to Faculty: PACE (Pre-Application Course Evaluation)

• Submit a request via the Core Course Review Survey.

• Provide details and supporting documentation from time 
of course, such as syllabi and/or course descriptions.

• For questions, contact us at aprnvalidation@ana.org. 

https://surveys.nursingworld.org/s3/ANCC-GAP-Analysis-Request-Form?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_pHS2B21YpI6x3ljwE8tw4TjyMh28bSgApZ3dNq-RM7bTgbBmp2hV98ZMzimxscAIbds0H&_gl=1*105kxvw*_gcl_au*MTQ1Njk0NTEyNi4xNzMzNDIzMzU1&_ga=2.129014924.1657050948.1735856085-142289191.1733423355
mailto:aprnvalidation@ana.org
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Where to Begin Your Application

Payment is only 
due at the time a 
student submits 

their ANCC APRN 
certification 
application 

Creating an 
account is free

It’s never too early 
for students to 

create an ANCC 
Account
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Steps to Apply 

Create an ANCC

account

Validation of

Advanced

Practice Nursing

Education Form

APRNValidation

@ana. org

Supporting

Documentation

Form

Our

Certifications Our Certifications

Prometric

Create an ANCC 
account

Submit 
transcripts and 
Validation of  
Advanced 
Practice Nursing 
Education Form.

Option 1:  Send 
all documents to 
APRNValidation
@ana.org or 
upload all 
documents 
within your online 
application. 
Option 2: Fill out 
Supporting 
Documentation 
Form

Submit your 
application 
through Our 
Certifications 
page. 

Apply for your 
verification so 
that it will be 
generated as 
soon as you 
become certified. 
The first 
verification is 
free.

View the study 
aids that are 
available for each 
certification  by 
visiting the main 
Our Certifications 
page, click on 
your certification 
specialty, and 
scroll to the 
bottom. 

Once you 
receive your 
Authorization to 
Test letter, 
schedule your 
exam through 
Prometric. 

Take your exam. 
Results are sent 
via e-mail after 
you have 
completed the 
test.

Become certified 
once you pass 
the test or degree 
is conferred (if 
you test prior to 
degree conferral 
date).  

Renew your 
ANCC 
certification every 
five years. 

https://ebiz.nursingworld.org/Login/Register?ReturnURL=https://www.nursingworld.org/certapps/?certcode%3DAGPCNP
https://ebiz.nursingworld.org/Login/Register?ReturnURL=https://www.nursingworld.org/certapps/?certcode%3DAGPCNP
https://www.nursingworld.org/~49f4a0/globalassets/certification/certification-specialty-pages/aprn/validation-of-aprn-education-form.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/~49f4a0/globalassets/certification/certification-specialty-pages/aprn/validation-of-aprn-education-form.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/~49f4a0/globalassets/certification/certification-specialty-pages/aprn/validation-of-aprn-education-form.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/~49f4a0/globalassets/certification/certification-specialty-pages/aprn/validation-of-aprn-education-form.pdf
mailto:APRNValidation@ana.org
mailto:APRNValidation@ana.org
mailto:APRNValidation@ana.org
https://amnurses.hylandcloud.com/211AppNet/UnityForm.aspx?d1=AfxeBNso0YDLjSxdw3Plm3JqDJc%2bbPd%2f2nDo%2fKAAEKk0XSiRecjJgPxBNC4yNn356V7cIhpSQeygoZOn7GNC5%2fwIkIK7lmet1ubIjF3%2bmdPJmz9WvkyGLi0HkNodXhmtzY6NpYnqBCl3vD40XPelxgEeVMHVRDaa3Kn4ExvAQfJWpavh8nAAebRzlqrTMn%2b%2fFSOdukcfniSsSuzDf74NOCnlhW8Edgc6h2mazm6pGE7f
https://amnurses.hylandcloud.com/211AppNet/UnityForm.aspx?d1=AfxeBNso0YDLjSxdw3Plm3JqDJc%2bbPd%2f2nDo%2fKAAEKk0XSiRecjJgPxBNC4yNn356V7cIhpSQeygoZOn7GNC5%2fwIkIK7lmet1ubIjF3%2bmdPJmz9WvkyGLi0HkNodXhmtzY6NpYnqBCl3vD40XPelxgEeVMHVRDaa3Kn4ExvAQfJWpavh8nAAebRzlqrTMn%2b%2fFSOdukcfniSsSuzDf74NOCnlhW8Edgc6h2mazm6pGE7f
https://amnurses.hylandcloud.com/211AppNet/UnityForm.aspx?d1=AfxeBNso0YDLjSxdw3Plm3JqDJc%2bbPd%2f2nDo%2fKAAEKk0XSiRecjJgPxBNC4yNn356V7cIhpSQeygoZOn7GNC5%2fwIkIK7lmet1ubIjF3%2bmdPJmz9WvkyGLi0HkNodXhmtzY6NpYnqBCl3vD40XPelxgEeVMHVRDaa3Kn4ExvAQfJWpavh8nAAebRzlqrTMn%2b%2fFSOdukcfniSsSuzDf74NOCnlhW8Edgc6h2mazm6pGE7f
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/
https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/
https://www.prometric.com/en-us/clients/ancc/Pages/landing.aspx
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Application Processing Time

Estimated 2 weeks from 
date of payment to status 

of authorized/eligible

Exam results are sent via 
email within 24 hours after 

you have completed the 
test

24-48 hours for results to 
be sent to ANCC

Verification of certification 
with status “certified”

Wall certificates 45 days 
after status “certified”
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The Application Steps 

Video on How to Complete an Application:
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Due every 5 years

Certification can be 
renewed through

various professional 
development and 
practice activities

Certification renewal
requirements promote 

lifelong learning and 
renewing with the 

ANCC provides you 
with 8 different options

ANCC Renewal Requirements 



ANCC Readiness Test
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Why Take a Readiness Test?

• Ease testing anxiety and build confidence before exam day

• Evaluate your readiness for the ANCC certification exam

• Practice on the actual certification exam testing platform

• Simulate the real exam with a timed, live-proctored experience

• Get actionable feedback to guide your study efforts

• Available for all APRN certifications

Disclaimer: The ANCC Readiness Test is not a requirement 
to prepare or qualify for the certification exam and does not 
in any way guarantee a passing score on the certification 
examination. 

Benefits
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Readiness Test Specifications 

60 questions

75 minutes

Feedback Report

$85 per testing session
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Readiness Test Bulk Discount Pricing

• Nursing programs can purchase Readiness Tests in 
bulk for their students

• Vouchers can be used for 6 months from purchase, 
great option to include in curriculum

• Students redeem the voucher code when scheduling a 
Readiness Test through Prometric

• Interested in learning more? Contact 
anccreadinesstest@ana.org

Quantity Price

1 – 10 $85

11 – 20 $80

21 – 99 $75

100+ $70

Disclaimer: Use of these or any other course(s)/material(s) 
does not imply eligibility for certification or successful 
performance on any certification exam, nor is it a 
requirement to qualify for individual certification.

mailto:anccreadinesstest@ana.org


ANCC Volunteer Engagement
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Overview of Certification Test Development Cycle 
• Certification exams are refreshed on a structured 3–5-year cycle
• Volunteer experts partner with staff and psychometricians at every stage.

• Define Content
o Job Analysis
o Content Outline and Specifications

• Develop & Review the Exam
o Item Bank Review
o Exam Form Review
o Standard Setting

• Maintain Exam Quality
o Exam Administration
o On-going Item and Performance review
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How Can You Help With Certification Development 

There are three main content expert volunteer 
position types:

• Content Expert Panelists (CEP) - Review and 
define exam content

• Item Writers - Develop and review exam 
questions.

• Standard Setting Panelist - Help establish 
passing standards

Eligible candidates also include APRN 
faculty with a minimum of three years of 
experience and at least 50% active clinical 
practice, including researchers.



Storytelling 
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The Mission Behind Storytelling

• Inspire others—one nurse’s story could motivate another 
to pursue certification.

• Highlight and celebrate nurses' achievements, 
showcasing their hard-earned credentials.

• Demonstrate a shared commitment to excellence and 
continued growth within the nursing profession.

• Spotlight the rich diversity of nurses and their 
experiences.

#ANCCStoriesOfInspiration
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Share Your Stories With Katelyn

Katelyn Bern, MA
Outreach Engagement Manager & Tradeshow Liaison 
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